
 

 

 

Town of Middlebury 

77 Main Street 

Middlebury, VT 05753 

 

Vermont Department of Economic Development 
1 National Life Drive - Davis Building, 6th Floor 
Montpelier, VT 05620 
accd.vermont.gov/economic-development 
 
December 14, 2021 
 
Re: Letter of Support for Vermont Capital Investment Program (CIP) Grant for Danforth 
Pewter 
 
To whom it may concern, 
 
This letter is to confirm the Town of Middlebury’s enthusiastic support for the Danforth 
Pewter’s application for a Capital Investment Grant to: 
 

 Purchase the Adams building, which is attached to the Danforth Pewter office building 
and adjacent to its workshop. It’s the last piece of the Danforth Pewter campus that 
isn’t owned by either the company or the Danforth’s; 

 Build a connecting corridor between the company’s  workshop and the Adams 
building; 

 Renovate the north half of the Adams building (which Danforth Pewter currently rents 
for storage) into a fulfillment center; 

 Expand Danforth Pewter’s production floor into the space formerly occupied by the 
fulfillment operation; and 

 Purchase a laser engraver to give the company the ability to add graphics to its 
products. 

 
This project is compatible with the Middlebury Town Plan, and receiving the grant will allow 
Danforth Pewter to continue to grow, creating manufacturing, marketing, sales, and 
administrative jobs in Middlebury.  
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The project will provide benefits to the regional economy, including: 

 Creating both more demand for and more supply of skilled fulfillment 
workers. A trained fulfillment workforce that can move from company to company 
in the area as different companies hit different peak seasons will be an asset. 

 Adding a laser engraver will mean that that the company will train two or three 
employees on the use of this advanced technology, and the CAD and CAM skills 
will be generally transferable to other companies, adding to Addison County’s skilled 
workforce. Further, the addition of the laser engraver will allow the company to apply 
graphics to other materials, enabling it to increase its purchases from Maple Landmark 
and other local vendors. 

 The fulfillment center is designed to handle expected growth for more than 10 
years. This means that excess fulfillment capacity that can be used to support smaller 
companies in Addison County who are not yet ready to build their own fulfillment 
center, and to provide back-up fulfillment capacity to other companies in case their 
own fulfillment goes down for any reason.  

 While the College and tourism make Middlebury’s hospitality sector fairly robust, 
Addison County manufacturers have a less stable source of local demand. To the 
extent that Danforth Pewter can continue to grow from a small company to a 
mid-sized company, and it can build volume to weather the vagaries of the 
economy, and provide more economic stability to the region. 

 Enabling the company’s growth means this project will lead to an increase in its 
purchases from over 70 Vermont vendors, including Maple Landmark, New 
England Air (Williston), 802Print (Vergennes), Datamann (Wilder), JK Adams 
(Dorset), Mailrite (Putney), Detrimental Tool (Roxbury), LEDdynamics (Randolph), 
and many others. 

 
Additional benefits include making Danforth Pewter’s workshop safer, as it reconfigures the 
equipment from its current crowded posture to safer spacing. This also makes the floor safer 
relative to infectious disease by putting more space between operators. Finally, the company 
will heat/cool the Adams building with heat pumps, instead of the current heating oil, 
reducing local air pollution and improving air quality for the neighborhood. 
 
Finally, as Danforth Pewter increases the value of the Adams building, the Town of 
Middlebury will benefit from an expanded property tax base. 
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We encourage the Department of Economic Development to include Danforth Pewter’s 

request in your CIP grant program to support the company’s growth.   

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Brian R. Carpenter, Chair  Heather Seeley, Vice Chair  Nick Artim 
 
 

Farhad Khan  Lindsey Fuentes-George Dan Brown  Esther Thomas 
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